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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Prior to examination of the above-identified application, 
entry of the present amendment is respectfully requested. 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please add the following claims: 

? 

J* 

t/ 18. An apparatus /for helping to protect an occupant of a 
vehicle that has a side structure, said apparatus comprising: 

an inflatable vehicle occupant protection device 
that is inflatable /into a position between the side structure 
of the vehicle anyfl a vehicle occupant; and 

an inSlator for inflating said inflatable vehicle 
occupant protection device and for maintaining said inflatable 
vehicle occupant protection device in an inflated condition 
for at least /seven seconds, said inflator containing a stored 
inflation fyuid under pressure, said inflation fluid 
consisting /essentially of held. urn. 



